
Our agricultural relationship with 
South-east Asia

Engagement with ASEAN and what are the opportunities
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What is ASEAN?
Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Established 1967, since 1999 there have been ten ASEAN member states



What is ASEAN?

Large and diverse region

уΦр҈ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

More than a third live in cities

Large and growing middle class > 38 million people

Combined GDP 
US$2.5 trillion 

6th in the world

3.4% of global GDP



Why engage with ASEAN?
Growing opportunities: Population growth, 
economic growth, increased affluence & 
changing needs

Average GDP growth 4.6% per annum
(global average 3.2%)



623,000M

Why engage with ASEAN?

Australian agriculture exports to ASEAN

AU$9.2 billion in 2017-18

Second after China

216% increase between 2000 to 2016

Gateway into intra-ASEAN, China and 
India value chains

By 2025, more than half the people in 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ с 
hr flight of Bangkok

US$516 b

US$70 b

US$368 b

US$58 b

Trade opportunities
Two-way trade ςAU$93 billion (2016, ~15% of our total trade), increased 
by AU$25 billion in last decade



Why engage with ASEAN?

Wheat markets: No. 1 Indonesia (AU$1.4 b), No. 2 Vietnam (AU$ 542 m)
Live animals: No. 1 Indonesia (AU$620 m), No. 2 Vietnam (AU$246 m)



Why engage with ASEAN?
Food production hub => regional value chains

Australia wheat     milled flour       noodles & bakery products

ASEAN countries are looking for food export opportunities



Why engage with ASEAN?
Premium agricultural products => Food service and retail

Diversity in culture, history and economies => different tastes and 
opportunities

Changing markets => more protein, healthy food, organics, tourism



Agricultural 

area to land 

area (%)

Rural 

population 

(million)

GDP Share

(%)

Employment 

Share

(%)

Export 

Share (%)

Brunei 

Darussalam

2.7 0.098 0.8 - 0.2

Cambodia 30.9 12.6 20.1 54.9 4.7

Indonesia 31.5 117.7 12.8 31.9 21.3

Lao PDR 10.3 4.3 16.5 71.7 27.5

Malaysia 26.3 7.7 8.1 11.4 11.1

Myanmar 19.5 35.7 27.2 51.7 37.8

Philippines 41.7 57.7 8.8 28.3 8.8

Singapore 0 - 2.9

Thailand 43.3 32.7 6.4 30.2 14.1

Viet Nam 39.3 61.9 15.3 41.9 13.0

Why engage with ASEAN?

215 million t 258 million t 86 million t 43 million t



Why engage with ASEAN?
People to people links

Studying, visiting or relatives in Australia builds 
understanding of Australian produce and foods



623,000M

How have we engaged?

Current focus

Bilateral

Multilateral ςAANZFTA, RCEP

International bodies ςthree sisters ++



ASEAN Engagement: Bilateral 

TAFTA 2005

SAFTA 2003

IACEPA

MAFTA 2013

$3.5 b

Scale: Agricultural 
Exports



ASEAN Engagement: Bilateral 
Department of Agriculture has Counsellors in:

Å Bangkok, Thailand
Å Hanoi, Vietnam
Å Jakarta, Indonesia
Å Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia



ASEAN Engagement: Multilateral 

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA(AANZFTA)

Subcommittee on the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Chapter (SC-SPS) ς
Australian Co-Chair

Å Relationship building ςcooperation

Å Information sharing and intelligence

Å Influence on approaches

2019 Australia hosted (28 April 2019)

ÅOpportunity to engage with ASEAN colleagues

Å NTM focus ςDAWR NTM Working Group => Industry-led Australia-
ASEAN NTM Working group

Å eCert discussion



Future opportunities
Non-tariff measures ςthrough AANZFTA

Business to Business dialog (AustchamASEAN)

Maximum Residue Levels for Imports ςASEAN Sectoral working group on crops, 
builds on APEC work

Forestry ςSenior Officials Meeting, Forestry Policy working group, illegal logging 
regulation and associated trade in legal and sustainable forest products, 
sustainable forestry management, builds on APEC work

Fisheries ςRegional Plan of Action for IUU Fishing, CSIRO monitoring, control and 
surveillance project, ASEAN maritime cooperation

Animal ςImplementation of international standards 

LivestockςASEAN Sectoral working group on Livestock, implementation of 
international standards

eCertςASEAN Single Window, AANZFTA



Departmental Resources
For Exporters - Manual of Importing Country Requirements (MICoR) 

For Importers - Biosecurity Import Conditions system (BICON)


