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Why China?
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Australia’s Top 10 Two-Way Trading Partners 2018-19

https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/trade-

investment/trade-at-a-glance/trade-investment-at-a-glance-

2019/Documents/trade-and-investment-at-a-glance-2019.pdf

AUD175 B - China goods 

trade is larger than the next 

three markets combined

AUD$164.6 B
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Brand Protection questions

• What is your brand

• Will it work in China?

• Do you have freedom to operate?

• What is your Intellectual Property?

• What do you need to do with IP to maximise opportunitites in China?
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Intellectual Property inventory and plan
Do you have 

IP?

IP value to your 

business

Where is IP 

protected

Where else should they 

be protected?

Gaps

IP Types Rate IP strength 

(0-10)

Value (0-10) Jurisdictions Jurisdictions Notes Actions

Copyright
• Literary works, computer programs

• Dramatic works, Music, Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, 

Photograph

• Engravings and buildings/models

• Sound recordings, films, broadcasts 

• Moral rights

Trademark
• Branding       Shape        Colour Movement      Scent

• Get up            Design      Wine           Plant             TM Series

Designs - Unique product design or packaging

Patents - Innovations or inventions

Plant breeds and varieties (and names)

Confidential information and trade secrets 

(know how)

Geographically specific product attributes

Other
• Domain, company and business names

• Circuit Layouts
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Some NOT facts 

Some bloke in a pub told me that in 

China they won’t ………………
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China’s rapidly developing IP protection framework
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Suzhou Sino-IP facility

Suzhou Patent Office with 2,000 staff (1 of 9)

Total Chinese Patent Office has 10,000 staff. 

Australia’s IP office (as a whole) is approximately 

1,100 staff, with ~ 400 Patent Examiners.
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IP enforcement 

in China

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3001407/jump-

number-intellectual-property-cases-handled-chinas-courts
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Some facts 

• China’s IP regulatory framework, systems and 

courts are rapidly developing

• Systems are different (TM first to file, 

Trademark hijacking etc)

• 80% of Australia businesses running into issues 

are at fault – not following local law

• 75% of foreign entities challenging IP breaches 

in Chinese courts win their case
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To consider 

Top 4 tips for the audience

1. Learn about the IP protection systems in China from experts with up to date 

experience

2. Have a China IP plan and budget (even if you are not entering the market)

3. Consider Domain registration, Trademarks in English and Mandarin, Designs, 

Invention patents, Utility Model, Design

4. Register early
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